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Ahmad Rasid’s Tliban unfolds the history of Talibanization bit 

by bit accounting of all the players and interests that have 

brought Taliban to where they are today. The book is 

comprised of three parts: part 1- history of the Taliban 

movement, part 2- Islam and the Taliban, part 3- the new great 

game.  Each part is further divided into several chapters 

touching on all important aspects of the major issue. The fist 

part of the book recounts the origin and rise of Taliban in 

chronological order. It is concise and clear. It tells that Taliban 

drawn from the majority Pashtun ethnic group which ruled 

Afghanistan for 300 years and most recently divided into 

smaller ethnic groups. The hope of Pashtuns’ dominance in 

Afghanistan was revived after Taliban’s victories. But the 

Taliban extreme interpretation and implementation of Sharia or 

Islamic law horrified not only many Afghans but the Muslim 

world too. They appeared as a new extremist group in 

Afghanistan and Central Asia. Their extreme brand of Islamic 

fundamentalism disparaged the real message of Islam that is 

peace, tolerance and capacity to live with other religious 

groups. The key factors contributed to the rise of 

fundamentalist movement are discussed in detail. Rashid 

explains how the Taliban become the Taliban, who incubated, 

nourished and supported them constantly, their government in 

Afghanistan, their policies, civil war in Afghanistan and anti 

Taliban alliance under the control of General Rashid Dostum 

and his Uzbeks.   

The second part of the book discusses the Taliban version of 

Islam, their rules for women and children, drugs and the 

Taliban economy and the Arab-Afghans and Osama Bin Laden. 
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The Taliban enforced Sharia as per Taliban dogma. The ritual 

killing, stoning and political assassinations were commonly 

practiced in the areas ruled by the Taliban. This organization is 

fed by the money earned through criminal activities, drugs 

trafficking and other inhumane methods. The Taliban provided 

full security to farmers to grow poppy in peace even though the 

Quran forbids Muslims from producing and imbibing opium. 

Afghanistan produces more opium than any other country in 

the world. So after capturing Kandahar they declared that they 

would eliminate all drugs and this announcement was taken 

very positively by the US diplomats. But quickly they realized 

that banning poppy would anger the farmer and affect their 

revenue so they did not ban the growing of poppy. All the 

Mujaheddin warlords used drugs money for their military 

campaigns in Afghanistan since 1980. Afghanistan under the 

Taliban had one of the worst human rights records in the world. 

The regime systematically repressed all sectors of the 

population and denied even the most basic individual rights. 

Yet the Taliban war against women was particularly appalling. 

The Taliban banned women education, quit their jobs, enforced 

restrictive dress code and limited their ability to move out of 

the fore walls of their homes. Children were caught up in the 

war on a greater scale than in any other conflict in the world. 

The boys were used as soldiers by warlords. The Taliban 

brought total chaos and destruction to a region. Indeed the 

Taliban’s violated the basic principles of international human 

rights law and vilified the Sharia and Islam. Probably the most 

devastating part of story is the presence of Osama Bin Laden in 

Afghanistan. The last chapter of part two provides the details of 

global jihad, the Arab-Afghan coalition and Osma Bin Laden’s 

network prior to 9/11 attacks. Since 2001, Osama Bin Laden 

and his organization had been the major targets of the US. By 

1988, Bin Laden started helping the Afghan fighters. He 

returned to Saudis as a hero following the Soviet Union’s 

withdrawal from Afghanistan in 1989. The political 

developments following Iraqi invasion gulfed the gap between 

Osama Bin Laden and Saudi Royals. He publicly denounced 

Saudi Arabia’s dependence on the US. Bin Lade gradually 

developed considerable influence and declared America’s worst 

enemy. America pressurized the Taliban to expel Osama Bin 
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Laden from Afghanistan as the Taliban were providing 

sanctuary to the most hostile and militant movement in the 

world. The history of Osama Bin Laden helps the reader to 

understand the complex political history of the most dangerous 

group in the world.  

The last part of the book coves the great game played in the 

region for the vested interests of powerful groups. The writer 

here discusses the nature of local Central Asian politics and the 

consequences of the interference by outside powers to achieve 

their goals. The great oil game involves the great players such 

as Russia, China, Iran, Afghanistan, Turkey, the Central Asian 

States and the US and the most powerful players of all, the oil 

companies. Their target is to get control of the flow of Caspian 

oil. This is basically the battle for the pipeline so the so-called 

war on terror was initiated in Afghanistan to maintain military 

presence in the region. The last two chapters talk about the 

future of Afghanistan and the Taliban resurgences in 2000.-

2009. 

The book under review is a valuable book walks its reader 

through religious, ethnic, social, military and political history 

of the most dangerous group in the world the Taliban. A 

coherent, lucid, informative and thoroughly researched account 

is very useful for the students, researches and general readers. It 

is an excellent historical and political account of the movement 

that changed the social and political fabric of South Asian 

region and particularly Pakistan.  

 


